
Dallas College-Eastfield Campus
Arts and Communications Division

Fall 2021
ENGL 1301: Composition - 3 Credit Hours

Instructor: Heather Dykes
Room: SHS 414
Contact Information:

Email address: heather.dykes@sunnyvaleisd.com
Hours Available: Power Hour M,T,W 12:05-12:35

Course Prerequisites
This is a Texas Common Course Number. This is a Core Curriculum course selected by the
colleges of DCCCD.
Prerequisite Required: College level ready in Reading and Writing.

ENGL 1301: Composition
Intensive study of and practice in writing processes, from invention and researching to drafting,
revising, and editing, both individually and collaboratively. Emphasis on effective rhetorical
choices, including audience, purpose, arrangement, and style. Focus on writing the academic
essay as a vehicle for learning, communicating, and critical analysis. (3 Lec.)

Textbooks and Other Course Materials:
Required Textbook:
The Norton Field Guide to Writing: with Readings and Handbook, MLA 2021 and APA
2020 Update Edition (Fifth Edition)

*In addition to the above required textbook, many short stories and poems will be utilized.
Please note –In many literary texts, allusions to the Bible and other religious works appear
regularly. It is critical to note that those texts, when they are studied,  are studied as literature, not
for religious purposes.

Student Learning Outcomes
Demonstrate knowledge of individual and collaborative writing processes.
Develop ideas with appropriate support and attribution
Write in a style appropriate to audience and purpose.
Read, reflect, and respond critically to a variety of texts.
Use Edited American English in academic essays.

https://www1.dcccd.edu/catalog/GeneralInfo/Glossary/terms.cfm#PrereqRequired


The College defines essential knowledge and skills that students need to develop during their
college experience. These general education competencies parallel the Texas Core Objectives for
Student Learning. In this course, the activities you engage in will give you the opportunity to
practice two or more of the following core competencies:

1. Critical Thinking Skills - to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis,
evaluation and synthesis of information

2. Communication Skills - to include effective development, interpretation, and expression
of ideas through written, oral, and visual communication

3. Empirical and Quantitative Skills - to include the manipulation and analysis of
numerical data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions

4. Teamwork - to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work
effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal

5. Personal Responsibility - to include the ability to connect choices, actions, and
consequences to ethical decision-making

6. Social Responsibility - to include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic
responsibility, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global
communities

Evaluation Procedures: Major Grades - 50% (Tests, Long Papers, Midterm, Final Exams,
Projects)

Intermediate - 35% (Quizzes, In-class timed writes,
miscellaneous assignments).

Minor Grades - 15% (Quizzes, miscellaneous assignments).

Writing Obligations
Writing assignments are expected to be turned in on time, and all papers must be handed in at the
beginning of the class period. Late work will be penalized according to department standards (up
to two days late for no more than a 70 with zeros given for work that is more than two days
late).

Students can expect the following:

● In-class timed writings: Topics will usually relate to the readings from the last few days.
● Longer papers: 3-5 pages, some including research components- ALL papers prepared

outside class must be TYPED and must include appropriate MLA formatting and
citations.

*Note: Please refer to the late work policy for writing assignments.



Assessments
● Quizzes: These may be announced or unannounced.
● Midterm: Given at the end of the first semester.
● Final Exam: Given at the end of the second semester

Materials and Supplies
Below are suggested supplies:

● Binder
● Highlighters
● Sticky notes (for annotating novels

that belong to school)
● Pens

● Pencils
● Looseleaf notebook paper
● Composition Notebook

Retesting
Because this is a college level class, there will be very few opportunities for retesting/redoing
major tests and assignments. When students are working on major papers and projects, the longer
process and opportunities for getting help along the way should eliminate the need to
rewrite/redo.

However, each student will have the opportunity to redo or retake ONE major assessment
per nine weeks. These opportunities for retesting will follow this general student policy:

Upon successful completion of a reasonable intervention measure, as prescribed by the
teacher(tutoring), a student will be given an opportunity to redo the major assessment.  The
timeframe for completion of the reassessment shall be 3 days from when the grade has been
posted in the gradebook. However, at the end of a 9 week grading period students must
complete any re-do/re-take work by the Wednesday following the end of the grading period.
Failure to complete the prescribed intervention measure and/or meet the timeline established by
the teacher will result in the student receiving the original grade awarded.

Late Work Policy
● No minor or intermediate assignments will be accepted late.
● ONE major assignment may be turned in up to two days late for a grade no higher than a

70 per nine weeks IF the student made an initial attempt and turned in the assignment (a
student cannot “redo” a zero.)  Zeros will be given for work that is more than two days
late.



Make-up work
For every school day absent, the student has one school day for completion of missed
assignments. Administrators have the discretion to modify this guideline in circumstances where
students are absent due to an extended illness. On going projects or assignments that were
assigned in advance of the day or days missed are due on the assigned date. Example: A
student is present for class on Monday and given an assignment that is due on Friday.  The
student is absent Thursday.  The student is still responsible for having the assignment ready to
turn in when they attend class Friday.

Cell Phone Policy

Students will not need cell phones in order to be successful in my classroom this year. Students
are expected to keep their cell phones in their backpacks or pockets throughout class.
Individual students will be given one warning per class period before a cell phone is taken up.
The first time a phone is taken up, it will be returned to the student at the end of class and the
student’s parent or guardian will be notified via email that the student had the phone out during
class. If a phone is taken up a second time in a semester, the phone will be sent to the front
office and the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s) will be notified again.

If students have an extenuating circumstance like a family emergency or a need to contact their
parents, students will need to ask permission to use their phones.

ACADEMIC HONESTY & PLAGIARISM—English Departmental Policy
Scholastic dishonesty is a violation of the Code of Student Conduct. Scholastic dishonesty
includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.  As a college student,
you are considered a responsible adult. Your enrollment indicates acceptance of the DCCCD
Code of Student Conduct published in the DCCCD Catalog at
http://www1.dcccd.edu/cat0506/ss/code.cfm

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on tests, plagiarism and
collusion. Cheating includes copying from another student’s test or homework paper, using
materials not authorized, collaborating with or seeking aid from another student during a
test, knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, or soliciting the contents of an
unadministered test, and substituting for another person to take a test. Plagiarism is the
appropriating, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means another’s work and
the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one’s own written work. Collusion
is the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work for
fulfillment of course requirements.



Academic dishonesty is a serious offense in college. You can be given a failing grade on an
assignment or test, can be failed for the class, or you can even be suspended from college.  In any
written paper, you are guilty of the academic offense known as plagiarism if you partially or
entirely copy the author’s sentences or words without quotation marks. For such an offense, a
student will receive a zero on the assignment and could even receive an F for the course. You
cannot mix the author’s words with your own or “plug” your synonyms into the author’s
sentence structure. To prevent unintentional borrowing, resist the temptation to look at the source
as you write, unless you are using a direct quote. The author’s words, phrases, sentences must be
put in your words, in your way of writing. When you do this, you are demonstrating the ability of
understanding and comprehension.

Please be advised that academic dishonesty and plagiarism are serious issues that may result in
serious consequences. Students should be aware that they are responsible for their behavior
concerning these issues. This class will adhere to the student’s “Responsibility” as detailed in the
DCCCD district-wide statement and the Eastfield College Student Code of Conduct explained in
the Eastfield College and district catalogs or on-line at the district website.

Consequences for Academic Dishonesty and/or Plagiarism: Any student in this English class
found guilty of cheating on an examination or of Plagiarism (using the definitions given for both
terms in the attached document) will receive one or more of the following penalties:

o The grade of zero (0) on that particular assignment.
o A course grade of F (depending on the severity of the student’s dishonesty or plagiarism).
o The professor may request that the student drop the class.

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES

DROP / WITHDRAWAL POLICY AND SEMESTER DROP DATE
If you are unable to complete this course, it is your responsibility to withdraw.  Withdrawing is a
formal procedure which you must initiate; your instructor cannot do it for you. You must
withdraw through the Admissions/Registrar’s Office (C119) in person or by mail by
November 11. You may also withdraw through eConnect. Failure to withdraw before the
deadline will result in receiving a performance grade, usually a grade of “F.”  You will receive a
“W” (“Withdraw”) in each class dropped.  A “W” shows up on your transcript BUT does not
hurt your GPA.

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS and PRIVACY ACT of 1974 (FERPA)
In compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), the
College may release information classified as “directory information” to the general public
without the written consent of the student. Directory information includes: (1) student name. (2)
student address, (3) telephone numbers, (4) date and place of birth, (5) weight and height of



members of athletic teams, (6) participation in officially recognized activities and sports, (7)
dates of attendance, (8) educational institution most recently attended, and (9) other similar
information, including major field of student and degrees and awards received. Students may
protect their directory information at any time during the academic year. If no request is filed,
directory information is released upon written inquiry. No telephone inquiries are acknowledged.
No transcript or academic record is released without written consent from the student, except as
specified by law.

OBTAINING GRADES AT THE END OF THE SEMESTER
Grade reports are no longer mailed.  Convenient access is available online or by telephone.  Just
use your student identification number when you log in to e-Connect or call DCCCD Touch Tone
Services.  Web site address: http://econnect.dcccd.edu/. Telephone number: 972-613-1818.

Mission
Eastfield College English faculty help students become confident, competent writers who can
communicate effectively in diverse situations to a variety of audiences, using writing skills as

well as critical thinking to develop and express their ideas.

DISCLAIMER RESERVING RIGHT TO CHANGE SYLLABUS/COURSE SCHEDULE
The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus as necessary.

Acknowledgment Form for Dual Credit Literature and Composition

I have read the Dual Credit Literature and Composition course description, and I
understand the requirements and the inherent difficulty level of the course.

I understand that college credit is earned by virtue of passing the course, and that
colleges differ in the transfer of credit.

I understand that this class carries a large reading responsibility as well as a large
writing component.

Student Signature_________________________________________________________

*Please return to Mrs. Dykes by August 23, 2021.

http://econnect.dcccd.edu/

